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Non-Final Rejection 

Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 3, and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Omori (US 2003/0081534). 

Claim 1, Omori shows in Figs. 3 and 11a recording or reproduction apparatus 
for optical recording media with means for parallel orientation of the scanning device 
with respect to the surface of the recording medium, wherein a tensioning element 184 
(Fig. 11) is provided, by means of which a guide rod 139 of the scanning device in an 
adjustable manner in a plane corresponding to the cross section of the guide rod is 
fixed on a base plate in order to avoid a force transmission leading to bending the 
guide rod. 

Claim 2, Omori shows that an adjusting screw 182 is provided for adjusting the 
guide rod, which the screw is arranged in a shaped portion around screw of the 
baseplate 132 and on the end face of which screw is fixed the guide rod, for parallel 
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orientation of the scanning device with respect to the surface of the recording medium 
or with respect to the surface of a disc turntable that receives the recording medium 
by means of the tensioning element 184. 

Claim 3, Omori shows that the tensioning element 184 is a spring element, 
which is shaped in desk-like fashion and whose chamfer fixes the guide rod on the 
end face of the adjusting screw in an adjustable manner. 

Claim 5, Omori shows in Fig. 1 1 that the fixing of the guide rod 139 by means 
of the tensioning element 184 in a plane corresponding to the cross section of the 
guide rod is provided as a three-point fixing at the periphery of the guide rod. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Fujibayashi 
et al (US 2004/0008609). 

Claim 1, Fujibayashi et al shows in Figs. 1 and 15A-C a recording or 

» 

reproduction apparatus for optical recording media with means for parallel orientation 
of the scanning device with respect to the surface of the recording medium, wherein a 
tensioning element 41 (Figs. 1 and 15A-C; [0048], line 5) is provided, by means of 
which a guide rod 32a of the scanning device in an adjustable manner in a plane 
corresponding to the cross section of the guide rod is fixed on a base plate in order to 
avoid a force transmission leading to bending the guide rod. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
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whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 2, 3, 5, and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pujibayashi et al (US 2004/0008609) in view of Omori. 

Claim 2, Fujibayashi shows a shaft 48 in Figs 15A-C, which is used to change 
the height of the rod 32a ([0079], lines 8-11); but fails to show the way of adjusting the 
shaft for changing the height of the rod; an adjusting shaft 48 is provided for adjusting 
the guide rod, which shaft is arranged in a shaped portion 40 of the baseplate and on 
the end face of which shaft is fixed the guide rod, for parallel orientation of the 
scanning device with respect to the surface of the recording medium or with respect to 
the surface of a disc turntable that receives the recording medium by means of the 
tensioning element 41. 

Omori discloses an adjusting mechanism, wherein the shaft 182 for adjusting 
the height of the rod 139 is a screw. It is also well known in the art that a screw is the 
most commonly used and notorious mechanism for adjusting the height of an object. 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to replace the shaft 48 in 
Fujibayashi et al's device by the screw taught by Omori for being able to adjust the 
height of the rod. 

Claim 3, in above constructed Fujibayashi et al and Omori's device, the 
tensioning element 41 is a spring element ([0048], last 2 lines), which is shaped in 
desk-like fashion and whose chamfer fixes the guide rod (Fig. 15A) on the end face of 
the adjusting screw 48 in an adjustable manner. 

Claim 5, Fujibayashi et al shows in Figs. 15A-C that the fixing of the guide rod 
32a by means of the tensioning element 41 in a plane corresponding to the cross 
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section of the guide rod is provided as a three-point fixing at the periphery of the guide 
rod. 

Claim 7, Fujibayashi et al shows in Figs. 15A-15C that a shaped portion 40 
having two limbs arranged at an angle to one another is provided on the baseplate on 
- which limbs the guide rod is fixed in an adjustable manner by means of the tensioning 
element. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 4, 6, and 8-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

• With regard to claim 4, as the closest reference of record, Fujibayashi et al (US 
2004/0008609) /or Omori (US 2003/0081534) shows a recording or 
reproduction apparatus for optical recording media with means for parallel 
orientation of the scanning device with respect to the surface of the recording 
medium, wherein a tensioning element is provided, by means of which a guide 
rod of the scanning device in an adjustable manner in a plane corresponding to 
the cross section of the guide rod is fixed on a base plate in order to avoid a 
force transmission leading to bending the guide rod; the tensioning element is 

* 

embodied with a lug engaging into a cutout of a shaped portion of the 
baseplate and as a spring element enclosing the shaped portion; but fails to 
show the spring element being self-retaining. 
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• With regard to claim 6, as the closest reference of record, Fujibayashi et al (US 
2004/0008609)/or Omori (US 2003/0081534) shows a recording or 
reproduction apparatus for optical recording media with means for parallel 
orientation of the scanning device with respect to the surface of the recording 
medium, wherein a tensioning element is provided, by means of which a guide 
rod of the scanning device in an adjustable manner in a plane corresponding to 
the cross section of the guide rod is fixed on a base plate in order to avoid a 
force transmission leading to bending the guide rod; but fails to show that the 
tensioning element has a bead provided for a linear fixing of the guide rod on a 
shaped portion. 

• With regard to claims 8 and 9, as the closest reference of record, Fujibayashi et 
al (US 2004/0008609)/or Omori (US 2003/0081534) shows a recording or 
reproduction apparatus for optical recording media with means for parallel 
orientation of the scanning device with respect to the surface of the recording 
medium, wherein a tensioning element is provided, by means of which a guide 
rod of the scanning device in an adjustable manner in a plane corresponding to 
the cross section of the guide rod is fixed on a base plate in order to avoid a 
force transmission leading to bending the guide rod; a shaped portion having 
two limbs arranged at an angle to one another is provided on the baseplate; but 
fails to show that of which limbs one limb receives, in a threaded hole, an 
adjusting screw for parallel orientation of the guide rod with respect to a 
surface of the recording medium, and the other limb has a rib and the 
tensioning element fixes the guide rod in an adjustable manner with the end 



Application/ Control Number: 10/582,036 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2627 

face of the adjusting screw and in a manner bearing on the rib of the limb of the 
shaped portion of the baseplate. 

• With regard to claim 10, as the closest reference of record, Fujibayashi et al (US 
2004/0008609) /or Omori (US 2003/0081534) shows a recording or 
reproduction apparatus for optical recording media with means for parallel 
orientation of the scanning device with respect to the surface of the recording 
medium, wherein a tensioning element is provided, by means of which a guide 
rod of the scanning device in an adjustable manner in a plane corresponding to 
the cross section of the guide rod is fixed on a base plate in order to avoid a 
force transmission leading to bending the guide rod; wherein the tensioning 
element is a desk-like spring element whose chamfer arranges the guide rod on 
a shaped portion of the baseplate, in which an adjusting screw is arranged, in 
an adjustable manner but fails to show that the tension element is wrapping 
around the shaped portion. 

• Applicant assert; in this invention a "adjusting arrangement is provided which 
avoids to the greatest possible extent a force transmission to the guide rod that 
disadvantageous^ issues from the fixing or adjusting means" (Specification, p. 

1). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record in PTO-892 Form and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tianjie Chen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7570. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30, Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hoa Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7579. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



TIANJIE CHEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




